
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 2015 

Sunday 13th - Friday 18th September 

MENS REPORT 

MILAN 

 

 

 

 

Players representing UK were Steve Bates, Alastair Tiddy, Kevin Duffy and Dave Reed. 

Also in attendance were Chief Constable of Leicestershire Simon Cole QPM and non playing 

captain Jason Dawson. 

 

Having been part of the event for the first time 4 years ago we arrived in expectation and hoping 

for sunshine and some good victories knowing that the standard in the Men’s event is extremely 

high and competitive. There were difficulties from the start as most of the arranged transport 

didn’t arrive at the airport apart from the top of the range car for Steve and myself. The sun was 



also missing for the first couple of days which took us back to the Nationals in Huddersfield just 

watching the rain fall, which meant continual changes in the scheduled and different locations 

being used. The draw can be a big factor and you are keen to avoid any players from Germany, 

France, Romania and Austria due to the depth and strength of their teams. 

 

The men’s event which was significantly larger in number commenced on Sunday where we 

managed 2 victories and a defeat for Reed who was hampered with a back injury picked up just 

before the Nationals in Cardiff, against the Austrian No 3. Both Bates and Tiddy progressed 

comfortably against players from Slovakia and Italy respectively. We were able to delay Duffy’s 

match by 24 hours with the agreement of his opponent due to his wedding the night before. 

 

Monday brought the same weather and after an early start and victory for Duffy indoors against 

his Bulgarian opponent, who had a player for the 1st time in the event. We then supported the 

ladies before I am afraid the remaining 3 men lost to different styles of players. Despite playing 

in the morning Duffy was first to fall against a very hard hitting Czech, soon followed by Tiddy 

who was moved around the court like a game of chess by the French No 2. Special mention must 

go to Bates who pushed the German No 3 to the limit before losing 6-4 7-5 and as can be seen 

from the picture below gave everything that he had and on another day could have won.  This is 

the first time that we have managed to get 3 men into the 2nd round, which in itself is an 

achievement. 

 

Jason Dawson 

Men’s Team Captain 



 

The doubles events started on Tuesday and whilst we didn’t have to contend with any rain it 

brought 2 very difficult matches against emerging nations. Bates and Duffy survived many scares 

before defeating the Danish pair. Tiddy and a patched up Reed managed to win the 1st set 

against the Hungarian pair (both over 6’5”) before losing the next 2 very closely. 

 

Wednesday saw the last of the men fall and allowed us to fully concentrate on supporting the 

Ladies team. I have to be honest and admit as do Bates and Duffy that they were given a lesson 

in doubles by the Romanian pair who had the eventual singles winner and former world ranked 

player (217)  



I have attached this photo to show that the sun did finally shine at the end of the week and this 

was taken where the finals were played and has previously hosted a Davis Cup Match nearly 50 

years ago 

 

Overall a very enjoyable event, my first as captain and the standard of play didn’t disappoint and 

gives the players a clear perspective of the level required for the next event in Budapest in 2015, 

where we will be looking to get further into the competition. 


