
 
 

PSUK Marathon Championships 
Kielder, Northumberland 
Sunday 8th October 2017 

Race Report 
 
 

This year’s Police Sport Marathon was held in one of the countries remotest 
locations around Kielder Forest and Water. 
 
It was a beautiful setting for such an occasion. The hosts namely Extra Mile 
Media and Events Ltd put on a weekend of events with the Marathon being 
the final showdown. Having organised this marathon for 9 years now the 
organisers were well practiced in putting on a really weekend of entertainment 
for all to enjoy. The course was set on the stunning Kielder Water which took 
the athletes on a mixture or road and hard gravel surface around the very 
undulating waters edges. Do not underestimate the undulation and it 
incorporated some very steep inclines and tight turns to catch the very best 
athletes and to really test all those that took part. All are to be congratulated 
on their effort of embarking on this tough but beautiful marathon. It could be 
expected for athletes to add an extra 15 – 20 minutes on their marathon times 
due to the tough layout.  
 
PSUK Athletics section would like to thank the organisers in supporting our 
Championships. We were made to feel very welcome and have the 
opportunity to be part of this individual marathon. 64 Police athletes had 
entered with a field of over a 1000. 
 
Sunday the 8th of October was a beautiful day with perfect temperature and 
wind conditions for a marathon. The race start was delayed by 15 minutes 
due to road congestion and some athletes still arriving. Once the gun went it 
was a rush to the funnel area where the athletes would go through after about 
2 miles. At this stage Alex Daniels from D&C was leading with Simon Newton 
W. Yorks, Matt Oldham, GMP and some locals all close together. Then the 
mass field came through which you could follow as they weaved their way 
around the water until they disappeared from sight around the 15km mark. 
This seemed less painful watching with a hot cup of coffee in your hand as a 
spectator.  
 
News came through that the leader was approaching the finish and a local 
athlete stormed over the line having overtaken Simon Newton at 25.5 miles 
whom had led from about the 11 mile mark having overtaken Alex Daniels. 



Simon was gutted but his legs had no response. Simon came home in an 
excellent time of 2.46.55 in 2nd place overall followed by Alex Daniels in 
2.52.43 and the Matt Oldham in 2.55.05 and not far behind him in 4th was 
Steve Cairns from Police Scotland in 2.56.03. A Stirling result from PSUK 
athletes taking 4 or the top 5 slots.  
 
In the ladies race Lindsey Dixon from Cheshire came home is 3.25.58 to take 
2nd place lady overall with Avril Pearson from Police Scotland coming 2nd 
Police in 3.43.36 and Chris Howard from Derby taking 3rd slot in 3.45.18 
 
A total of 31 Police athletes finished with a few pulling out and several not 
turning up due to injury or other reasons.  
 
The team awards went to 1st Place Cheshire, 2nd place Police Scotland and 
3rd place to D&C with some very close cumulative times. 
 
A full list of results can be found below giving age categories and team 
placings. 
 
After the race athletes were invited back to the Hawkhirst Scout Centre where 
post race food and beverage was put on along with the presentation of 
awards.   
 

                         

Kielder Marathon - 

Gender Results Summary  - Police Marathon Champs.pdf
Kielder Marathon - 

Mixed Team- Police Marathon Champs.pdf

Kielder Marathon- 

Category Results Summary by Chip Time -  Police Marathon Champs.pdf

 
 

Report by Katherine Willoughby – PSUK Athletic Section Road Race Rep’  
 


