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REPRESENTING  TEAM GB – Anna Johnson, Susheel Gulati, Jayne Allsopp and 

Kim James. Vicky Hudson in attendance as non-playing captain. 

 

 

 

Play for the Ladies began on Monday 14th September with all 4 players 

progressing comfortably to the second round. This is the first time that all 4 

players have won their opening matches at the European event, with wins over 

opponents from Italy, France and the Czech Republic.  

On Tuesday 15th September there were further singles wins for Allsopp and 

Gulati, with Gulati beating the number 1 seed from Norway in straight sets. 



Allsopp faced a Belgian opponent who was previously victorious in her age 

group at the World Police and Fire Games. Unfortunately James and Johnson 

faced opponents from Austria and Germany respectively, and despite playing 

well, were beaten comfortably. Johnson’s opponent was from a strong German 

team and came 3rd in the tournament taking the bronze medal. In the 

afternoon, Johnson and James teamed up for the doubles and were unlucky to 

draw the number 1 seeds from Austria, and the eventual winners of the event. 

As a result of being seeded, Allsopp and Gulati were given a bye into the 

quarter-finals.  

 

On Wednesday 16th September there was further rain which resulted in 

Allsopp and Gulati playing their quarter-finals singles matches on indoor clay at 

the local Police School. Forty four year old Gulati was first to play, and faced a 

strong opponent from Austria, and the eventual winner of the tournament. 

Gulati put up a good fight taking 2 games from the previously ranked 174 in 

the world, a 24 year old who has recently started Police School, but is still 

playing on the tour. Gulati can be proud of her performance and the fact that 

she took the highest number of games from the Austrian, of all her matches. 

Allsopp followed Gulati and faced the German number 4. This was a close 

match but unfortunately ended in defeat. As the weather picked up we were 

back to Alberto Bonacossa for Gulati and Allsopp to play their doubles quarter-

final. This was against opponents from the Czech Republic with Team GB taking 

a straight sets victory.  

 

The semi-final was played in the afternoon on Thursday 17th September in 

glorious sunshine against the 2nd pair from Germany. The first set was 

extremely close and could have gone either way but was won by the German 

pair 7-5. The second set was slightly easier for the Germans, but by this time 

both Gulati and Allsopp were struggling with injuries to knees and shoulders. 

There was no play-off required for 3rd place with both Team GB and the French 

taking bronze medals.  



 

 

The team competed well with this being the best result for the Ladies Team at 

any European Championships. A bronze medal in the doubles and two quarter-

finalists in the singles is a superb achievement and one that we’re hoping to 

better at the next European Championships in Hungary in 2017.  

 

 


